Local Public Data Panel - Terms of Reference

Work closely with local authorities, local strategic partners, the LGA, government departments and agencies to:

· Ensure the understanding and ownership throughout the sector of the case for making local public data freely available for re-use.
· Identify local public data held by local authorities but also by other public sector bodies and their potential uses that are likely to have the greatest impact on empowering citizens or improving local service delivery and developing agreed approaches to their content and format.  This includes understanding the costs and benefits of making types of data available for local entities.
· Promote innovative uses of local public data, sharing of good practice and a standard approach to combining data and geographic information, including promoting the combination of data from different public bodies around the concept of “place”.
· Sponsor the further development of “data.gov.uk” to provide a single online place to be able to find all public sector data, while meeting the specific needs of the local government sector.
· Promote a standards-based approach to improve the place-based combination of local public data across local strategic partnerships and IT system boundaries.
· Ensure that data is linked effectively across local authorities, the LGA, government departments and agencies, both for its own benefits for re-use and so that the UK is seen as a beacon of best practice internationally, and sponsoring the development and adoption of standards to do so.
· Maintain a strategic oversight and identify emerging issues to advance the local public data agenda, including making recommendations for further action as necessary.
· Provide advice to CLG as required on its public data and place-based information programmes.
