Local Public Data Panel Member Biographies


Professor Nigel Shadbolt, University of Southampton (Chair)
Nigel Shadbolt is Professor of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Deputy Head (Research) of the School of Electronics and Computer Science at the University of Southampton. He is a Director of the Web Science Trust, and of the Web Foundation - both organisations have a common commitment to advance our understanding of the Web and promote the Web's positive impact on society. Together with Sir Tim Berners-Lee he was recently appointed an Information Advisor by the Prime Minister to help transform public access to Government information.
Tim Allen

Tim is Programme Director for Analysis and Research at the LGA. Prior to that, he headed Defra’s Rural Strategy and Research functions, worked in Treasury on the 2002 Comprehensive Spending Review, headed Corporate Strategy, Research and Corporate Governance for the former Countryside Agency, and was Regional Director East and West Midlands for the Countryside Commission leading work on environmental regeneration.       Tim is a Chartered Surveyor and a visiting professor at Birkbeck, London University. 

Roger Hampson
Roger is Chief Executive of Redbridge and has driven the innovative Redbridge website. He understands why timely information is so important. To engage more fully with local citizens and to increase democratic participation, the London Borough of Redbridge has introduced 'Redbridge i', a highly interactive website for the Council and its residents. Redbridge i offers a host of features, providing a personalised service to increase the dialogue Redbridge Council has with the community. This has lead to increase in the Council's web traffic and registered users since its launch.

Janet Hughes
Janet is the Head of Scrutiny and Investigations for the London Assembly, the body that holds the Mayor of London to account on behalf of Londoners. She has been at the London Assembly since 2001, having worked for select committees in the House of Commons for 4 years prior to that. Janet has worked on a wide range of projects, including the London Assembly's review of the response to the 7 July attacks. She is particularly interested in increasing the profile and impact of public scrutiny within government and the wider public sector.
Jos Creese

Jos is the Head of IT for Hampshire County Council. He oversees the IT enabled change programmes for the council and the support for a range of partnership projects with other public service organisations.

He is Vice President of the Society of Information Technology Management (Socitm) and Insight Chair. In addition he is involved in a number of national groups, working with Socitm, the Local Chief Information Officer Council, the main Government CIO Council and the Corporate IT Forum.

Dave Smith

Dave is Chief Executive of Sunderland City Council. He has substantial experience across a range of services within local government. He has led social services, housing assessment, and regeneration functions as well as senior corporate roles in policy, performance and partnerships. Dave has worked for a number of Councils including Liverpool City Council and Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council. 
Nick Aldridge

Nick is CEO of MissionFish (UK), which aims to turn online commerce into a new source of funds for good causes, and helps eBay to run eBay for Charity.

He chairs the board of the Empty Homes Agency, which aims to achieve social and environmental benefits by bringing empty properties back into use.

Previously, Nick was director of strategy and communications at ACEVO, the Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary Organisations.

William Perrin
William Perrin was Tony Blair's technology policy advisor, one of the authors of 'Transformational Government' and commissioned the world-leading 'Power of Information' work stream.  William is on sabbatical from the Cabinet Office as the founder of Talk About Local, a Channel4 funded project to give communities a powerful voice online using modern web tools. Talkaboutlocal.org builds upon William's experience as the founder of www.kingscrossenvironment.com a campaigning community site in a deprived part of North London.
Chris Taggart
Chris is the developer behind www.OpenlyLocal.com – a Local Government version of www.TheyWorkForYou.com.  Of particular note, openlylocal.com made available the data from the 2006-07 Local Spending Report for England, published in April 2009, through a more accessible front end interface.   According to Chris, he set up OpenlyLocal.com because he “couldn’t get anyone else interested in local government data, and thought such a thing was going to be vital in the future to enhance democracy and support hyperlocal sites.”
He is a former magazine journalist, editor, and publisher.  

Ex-Officio Members
Grant Fitzner

Grant is the Chief Analyst and Chief Economist at Communities and Local Government. He is also chair of the Department's Making Public Data Public Programme Board.  He was previously Director of Employment Market Analysis and Research at the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills. Grant has also worked as a senior economist and market strategist with HSBC, an economic adviser and policy analyst for the Australian government, and as principal researcher for a think tank.
Andrew Stott

Andrew is the Director for Digital Engagement at the Cabinet Office.  As Director he works across Government to encourage, support and challenge Departments to communicate with citizens on the web and collaborate with them through digital technology.  Prior to this role, Andrew was the Government’s Deputy Chief Information Officer where he was responsible for the overall direction of Transformational Government and supporting strategies, including policy on Government web services, on information and knowledge management strategy and on Power of Information matters. Andrew has held IT, policy, finance and business delivery roles in a number of public bodies including the Department for Work and Pensions, the Post Office, and HM Prison Service, with half of his career focused on IT strategy and delivery roles. 
