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Background paper to inform discussion on what data local authorities could make available

Background

1. Data are central to the work of the panel.  The panel’s terms of reference include the objective to:
· Identify local public data and their potential uses that are likely to have the greatest impact on empowering citizens or improving local service delivery, and develop an agreed approach to their content and format.
Do we know what data there is?

2. Whilst there may not be a comprehensive list of what data Local Authorities (LAs) have, it is clear that they have a wide range of data.  It might be helpful to consider the types of data that LAs have:
What ‘Non-Personal’ ‘data’ does Local Government have?

• Democratic 

· Which councillors, from which party, represent which ward?

· What committees have what responsibilities?

· Which councillors are members of which committees?
· And so on 

• Accounts 
· What is the budget and actual expenditure on a service, or project etc?
· What does the Council spend its money on and where does it come from?

· How much money is raised from parking fees and fines?

• Service 
· When is the rubbish collected for my property?

· What is the provision for recycling?

· When will the grass in the village square be cut next?

· What services are provided by which organisation to meet a need or circumstance?

• Performance 
· How quickly and accurately does the council handle applications for Housing Benefit?

• Context and Place 
· What are the demographics of the area?

· How many anti-social-behaviour orders were issued in the last 12 months?

· How many single people are on the Housing Waiting list?

· Where are the footpaths?

• Operational 
· Where are the potholes that the council is aware of?

· Where is there an available place in a care home?

· Where are there roadworks?

• Policy and Strategy 
· What targets have been set to reduce teenage pregnancies?

· What plans are there to protect biodiversity?
3. In addition central government collects a wider range of core statistical and performance data from LAs.  These are published by individual government departments.  These should get picked up in the wider making public data public agenda.
Questions:

· What data would be most helpful for citizens and the developer community? 

· Can the Panel identify examples of best practice and promote these to a wide audience?
What are the challenges to seeing more local data identified and released?

4. There are a wide range of questions we will need to answer and challenges.   An initial list as follows:
· What types of data do we want to release?  Should the focus be on just aggregate data?
· How do we decide on the best list of data items?
· Should we start with a few examples and build on these? 
· Should we choose a particular policy domain eg Crime, Health, Education? 

· Do we need data for all LAs to make it worthwhile?

· How/ when do we consult with LAs?
· New burdens – we need to consider new burdens on Local Authorities
  
· How do we persuasively articulate the business case for making more data available especially in a tight fiscal climate?

· How do we build on best practice – we need to build on work by leading authorities and not ask for significant rework 
· We need to have common standards (cf separate item agenda).  If data are not comparable then there is significant danger of misleading users
· How do we balance the needs of different audiences eg the developers, practitioners and decision makers in local areas and their partners and the citizen?
· We need to consider any implications arising from the UK Statistics Act (data might be available from local sources in advance of publication of National statistics).    

5. We also need to consider the implications of data sharing for related policy and legislation.  For example should part of the public duty of a public body include the presumption that it should publish its non-personal data in a machine readable from? This would need to be done in consultation with relevant bodies such OPSI.
6. Next steps

· How does the panel wish to drive forward this agenda?
· Would it be helpful to create a sub-group and ask it to report back to the next meeting?
Local Public Data Unit 

Communities and Local Government

15 January 2010

� List based on a presentation by Paul Davidson of Local E-Government Standards Body to the LGA – Nov 2009


� Departments are required to undertake a new burdens assessments where there could be net costs to local government arising from any central government initiative, legislative or otherwise, and ensure that any such costs are provided for, in order to avoid upward pressure on council tax bills





