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Item: Standards for Local Public Data

Core principles and action points
Introduction and purpose

Following discussion at the Panel’s first meeting, this paper outlines the steps needed to develop standards for local public data, and the work that needs to be commissioned.

Background/context

Since the Panel’s meeting, there have been three important developments which influence and shape next steps on standards. 
1. The publication of the Government’s ICT strategy.  It contains specific recommendations on a new information architecture for the public sector and how that should be managed and governed.  
2. Cabinet Office and National Archives will have defined standards and principles for key reference data. They are also developing tools and services for the public sector to begin exploiting LinkedData, and helping government departments generate standards and identifiers for the things under their jurisdiction. 
3. It has been suggested that working closely with a handful of “exemplar” local authorities will allow us to quickly achieve practical, standards-based solutions for open local government data. 
Consideration for the Panel, and next steps
In light of these developments, our recommended next steps are:

1. To develop guidance for Local Authorities and their partners on the core principles, reference data, and best practice guidelines (much if not all of this already exists) for publishing local data in open, re-usable and machine-readable formats.  

2. Work with the CLG affiliated bodies to ensure they quickly begin using the core reference data in all new, and where possible, existing projects and reports, and actively start publishing data on data.gov.uk.
3. Work with Paul Davidson (Chief Technology Officer of Sedgemoor Council, and member of the CTO Council) to liaise with the CIO and CTO Councils on the proposed public sector information architecture and how it relates to local public data.
4. Ensure “exemplar” Local Authorities actively test use the core principles, reference data, and best practice guidelines to ensure to real-world test guidelines and principles and act as genuine beacons for other authorities and bodies.

Questions for the Panel

Does the Panel agree with the above recommendations?

In order to move ahead quickly, modest additional specialist resource is needed – e.g. to design ontologies, reference data etc.   What are the Panel’s views on options for securing the necessary resources?
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